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Infographics as Data Visualization
Class Assignment

Why Infographics?
People remember:
10% of what they hear.
20% of what they read.
80% of what they see and do!
Data visualization is commonplace.
UNLV students need to be prepared.

Determining Effectiveness
Surveyed 96 (out of 120) students:
How would you describe your
experience with this project?
•
•
•
•

It was very good/ fun/interesting (x70)
Our team worked well together (x5)
Informational (x3)
Learned more about another country, but it’s
still challenging
• Smooth and efficient
• Allowed freedom and creativity

Did you have previous experience
creating infographics?
89: No, first time
6: Yes (3 used at work previously)

What was the easiest part of this
project?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Infographics can take many forms:
• Charts
• Graphs
• Maps
• Comparisons
• Timelines
• 3D Models
• Flowchart
Students used Piktochart.com and
canva.com (FREE).

Finding statistics, data gathering (x37)
Creating/decorating the infographic (x19)
Finding graphics (x4)
Separating tasks (x3)
Piktochart is very user-friendly (x2)
Picking the country (x2)

What was the hardest part ?
• Finding statistics (x12)
• Figuring how to start and create the
infographic, software at first (x11)
• Designing to appeal (x9)
• Putting the graphic together (x9)
• Summing up big information into a short
sentences that makes sense (x7)

Infographics proved to be
FUN and INFORMATIVE!

Kim Nehls, PhD
Marketing & International Business

Resources about Infographics

Data visualization in any class!

Despite all the existing research on new
technology use in the higher education
classroom, the literature on using infographics in
teaching remains highly limited, at best (Matrix &
Hodson, 2014).

UNLV undergraduate students in Global
Business Strategy had to make a case for where
FitBit should expand in another country only
using an infographic and a 3-minute sales pitch.

Matrix, S. & Hodson, J. (2014). Teaching with
infographics: Practicing new digital competencies and
visual literacies. Journal of Pedagogic Development, 3
(2), pp.17-27.
Steyn R., Botha A., Mennega N. (2018) Is a picture truly
worth a thousand words? Infographics for undergraduate
Teaching. In: Hao T., Chen W., Xie H., Nadee W., Lau R.
(eds). Emerging Technologies for Education. Springer.
Yildirim, S.(2016). Infographics for educational purposes:
their structure, properties and reader approaches. Turk.
Online Journal of Education Technology, 15(3), 98–110.

In today’s complex world, where the
amount of data is overwhelming, being
able to create and communicate
through compelling data visualizations
is a must-have skill for UNLV students.
Share compelling infographics from your field
and ask students to recreate infographics using
new data. You can provide the data or have
students find data. Infographics can be created
for free online, just like the examples below:

Examples from BUS 498 Students

